
5

Table of contents

Academic Writing in English.................................................................................	 3
Preface .......................................................................................................................	 3

1 Introduction ..........................................................................................................	 11
1.1	 Target group...................................................................................................	 11
1.2	 Assumed background...................................................................................	 12
1.3	 Academic English..........................................................................................	 13
1.4	 Two ways of writing academically about English....................................	 14
1.5	 Academic English or Academic Writing in English.................................	 15
1.6	 Characteristics of good writing...................................................................	 15
1.7	 The language of this book............................................................................	 17

2 Text Parameters ..................................................................................................	 18
2.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	 18
2.2	 Field, tenor, mode and purpose...................................................................	 19
2.3	 Contexts..........................................................................................................	 20
2.4	 Register or style characteristics: formal vs. informal..............................	 22
2.5	 Exercises.........................................................................................................	 24

3 The Writing Process ...........................................................................................	 27
3.1	 Writing as a process.....................................................................................	 27
3.2	 The stages of the writing process..............................................................	 28

Stage 1:	 The nature of the writing task ....................................................	 28
Stage 2:	 Clearing the theoretical ground .................................................	 28

104507 GRMAT Academic Writing in English 140101 v11.indd   5 08.07.14   09:52



table of contents

6

Stage 3:	 Brain-storming ..............................................................................	 29
Stage 4:	Collecting and analysing material .............................................	 29
Stage 5:	 The first draft ................................................................................	 30
Stage 6:	 Feedback ........................................................................................	 31
Stage 7:	 Revision ..........................................................................................	 31
Stage 8:	 Finishing touches ..........................................................................	 32

3.3	 Exercises.........................................................................................................	 33

4 Types of Academic Assignments ....................................................................	 35
4.1	 Discipline and writing task..........................................................................	 35
4.2	 Conventional text structure.........................................................................	 37
4.3	 Argumentative writing.................................................................................	 39
4.4	 Exercises.........................................................................................................	 39

5 Text Production ....................................................................................................	 42
5.1	 Four basic questions.....................................................................................	 42
5.2	 Styles of writing.............................................................................................	 44
5.3	 Text types........................................................................................................	 50
5.4	 Genres	 ..........................................................................................................	 52
5.5	 Exercises.........................................................................................................	 53

6 Samples of Good Practice .................................................................................	 55
6.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	 55
6.2	 Language studies...........................................................................................	 56
6.3	 Cultural studies..............................................................................................	 59
6.4	 Literature.........................................................................................................	 62
6.5	 Political science.............................................................................................	 67
6.6	 Medicine.........................................................................................................	 71
6.7	 Exercise with suggested answer.................................................................	 72

7 Poor Writing .........................................................................................................	 75
7.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	 75
7.2	 Sample texts and exercises.........................................................................	 76

8 Vocabulary ............................................................................................................	 84
8.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	 84
8.2	 The semiotic triangle....................................................................................	 84

104507 GRMAT Academic Writing in English 140101 v11.indd   6 08.07.14   09:52



table of contents

7

8.3	 Sense components........................................................................................	 86
8.4	 Exercises to build your vocabulary.............................................................	 87

9 How to Make your Text Better: 12 Reminders ..............................................	 93
9.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	 93
9.2	 Point 1:	 Information structure...................................................................	 93
9.3	 Point 2:	 Cohesion.........................................................................................	 96

9.3.1	 General............................................................................................	 96
9.3.2	 Conjuncts........................................................................................	 97
9.3.3	 Lexical cohesion............................................................................	 99

9.4	 Point 3:	 Pronouns/determiners with unclear reference........................	102
9.5	 Point 4:	 Noun phrases and the compression of meaning.....................	103

9.5.1	 Leave out material that can be supplied from context...........	104
9.5.2	 Condense material into pre-modifiers......................................	105
9.5.3	 Use parallels...................................................................................	105

9.6	 Point 5:	 Nominalizations.............................................................................	107
9.7	 Point 6:	 Sentence length.............................................................................	110
9.8	 Point 7:	 Sentence fragments......................................................................	112
9.9	 Point 8:	 The position of modifiers.............................................................	113
9.10	 Point 9:	 Syntactic breakdowns..................................................................	114
9.11	 Point 10:	Jarring word combinations..........................................................	115
9.12	 Point 11:	 Jargon..............................................................................................	116
9.13	 Point 12:	Verbosity – too many unnecessary words................................	118

10 Contrastive Micro-Level Problems of Grammar ........................................	120
10.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	120
10.2	 The building blocks: word classes..............................................................	121
10.3	 Nouns	 ..........................................................................................................	122

10.3.1	 Countable and uncountable nouns............................................	122
10.3.2	 Compound nouns..........................................................................	123

10.4	 Determiners and pronouns..........................................................................	124
10.4.1	 Determiners...................................................................................	124
10.4.2	 Articles............................................................................................	124
10.4.3	 Quantifiers......................................................................................	126

10.5	 Relative pronouns..........................................................................................	127
10.6	 Verbs and verb forms...................................................................................	129

10.6.1	 Tense................................................................................................	130

104507 GRMAT Academic Writing in English 140101 v11.indd   7 08.07.14   09:52



table of contents

8

10.6.2	 Aspect.............................................................................................	130
10.6.3	 Voice................................................................................................	131

10.7	 Modality..........................................................................................................	132
10.8	 Concord	..........................................................................................................	135

10.8.1	 There-sentences.............................................................................	136
10.8.2	 Co-ordinated subjects..................................................................	136
10.8.3	 Every(one/body/thing), each,  

either, neither, none as subject......................................................	136
10.8.4	 Collective nouns  

(group, family, staff, committee, etc.)...........................................	137
10.8.5	 Adjectives used as nouns............................................................	137
10.8.6	 The subject is a clause.................................................................	137
10.8.7	 Notional concord: the subject  

is interpreted by writer.................................................................	138
10.8.8	 Special nouns.................................................................................	138

10.9	 Adjectives and adverbs................................................................................	139
10.9.1	 Adjectives/adverbs after copular verbs....................................	140
10.9.2	 The form of adverbs......................................................................	141
10.9.3	 Adjectives used as nouns............................................................	142

10.10	 Word order.....................................................................................................	143
10.10.1	 Norwegian X+V+S order vs. English X+S+V order..................	144
10.10.2	 Inversion..........................................................................................	145
10.10.3	 The position of long adverbials...................................................	146
10.10.4	 Preposition in final position (stranded preposition)...............	146

10.11	 It vs. there........................................................................................................	147
10.12	 The -ing-clause..............................................................................................	149

10.12.1	 -ing-form or infinitive after verbs...............................................	150
10.12.2	 Dangling participles......................................................................	150

10.13	 Contractions...................................................................................................	152
10.14	 Exercises covering topics treated in this chapter....................................	153

11 How to Acknowledge Other Voices:  
quotes, references, bibliographies .....................................................................	155
11.1	 The production of truth and knowledge....................................................	155
11.2	 Conventions regarding references.............................................................	156
11.3	 Conventions regarding quotes....................................................................	157

104507 GRMAT Academic Writing in English 140101 v11.indd   8 08.07.14   09:52



table of contents

9

11.4	 Referring to other voices..............................................................................	158
11.5	 Reference lists and bibliographies..............................................................	161
11.6	 Using words vs. discussing words..............................................................	163
11.7	 Using foreign words......................................................................................	164
11.8	 Exercises.........................................................................................................	164

12 Punctuation .........................................................................................................	166
12.1	 Introduction....................................................................................................	166
12.2	 The comma.....................................................................................................	166
12.3	 The apostrophe..............................................................................................	169
12.4	 The hyphen.....................................................................................................	169
12.5	 Inverted commas and quotation marks....................................................	169
12.6	 Miscellaneous................................................................................................	170
12.7	 The colon........................................................................................................	170
12.8	 The semicolon................................................................................................	171

13 Writing Assignments .......................................................................................	172
13.1	 Linguistics.......................................................................................................	172
13.2	 Literature.........................................................................................................	177
13.3	 Civilization and area studies........................................................................	179

14 References ..........................................................................................................	181
Books, articles, papers .................................................................................	181
URL addresses ...............................................................................................	182

104507 GRMAT Academic Writing in English 140101 v11.indd   9 08.07.14   09:52


